
R E J O I C E ,  Y E  P U R E  I N  H E A R T

Come watch a most amazing parade! XITII
We see men and women -  young and o ld angel  choi rs  and saints  marching by us,  s ing ing and waving festa l
banners h igh above them. A mood of  re jo ic ing is  a l l  around us l  In  church we cal l  i t  "processing."

Even more remarkable,  when we t ry  to  see where the parade is  coming f rom or  where i t  is  going,  we d iscover
no beginning and no ending.  The past  the present  even future l imcs seem to be processing bcforc our
very eyesl
"Rejo ice,  Ye Pure ln  Heart , "  descr ibes just  such an event  wi th  Chr is t ians of  a l l  agcs and a l l  eras io in ing in  a
processional  to  "Rejo ice,  g ive thanks,  and s ing"  to  God.  Do you know what  an "era"  is?

Find some of  the opposi tes who jo in in  the processional :

b r i g h t  y o u t h

s t r o n g  m e n

Find three more pai rs  of  opposi tes in  the four th s tanza.  The author ,  Edward H.  Plumtre,  uses opposi tes to  help
us remember that  when we center  our  thoughts on "Chr is t ,  our  King"  d i f ferences d isappcar  among us.
Though external  opposi tes can st i l l  be secn,  in ternal  opposi tes no longcr  cx is t .

Look for  th is  same mirac le in  the congrcgat ion of  your  own church.  See'  horv many persons wi th "external

opposi tes"  you can f ind persons who look d i f ferent ly ,  dress d i f ferent ly ,  spcak d i f fercnt ly ,  do d i f ferent
tasks in  church,  dr ive d i f fcrent  k inds of  cars,  spend thei r  t ime in  d i f fcrent  ways.  But  thcn,  not ice how, in  the
prayers and hymns of  pra isc in  the worship serv ice and at  thc communion table,  d i f fercnces are forgot ten and
we become as one in  ra is ing "h igh the f ree,  exul tant  songs"  which speak God's  rvondrous pra ises.

Being a par t  o f  a  choi r  fest iva l  is  a great  exper ience.  We stand in  a d i f ferent  church,  than our  owni  amid d i f -
ferent  ch i ldren,  perhaps wi th a d i f ferent  d i rector  .  .  .  but  a l l  o f  our  vo ices jo in  as one when the s inging of  hymns
and anthe ms begins!

A choi r  fest iva l  a t  Peterborough Cathedra l  in  England in  1865 heard the f i rs t  s ing ing of  "Rejo ice,  Ye Pure in
Heart . "  However,  the tune which you and I  use wi th the hymn was not  wr i t ten unt i l  1883.  Ar thur  H.  Messi ter ,

an Engl ishman who had gone to Amer ica to become choi rmaster  at  the Tr in i ty  Church in  New York,  was the

co m poser .

Long ago,  choi r  fest iva ls  of ten used color fu l  and symbol ic  banners for  the processions a long the st reets and
down the a is les in to the sanctuary.  l \4any churches are rev iv ing th is  custom. Wouldn ' t  i t  be exc i t ing i f  a l l  the
churches in  town were to design thei r  own banner and le t  the i r  ch i ldren carry  them into a communi ty  fest iva l ,

s ing ing "Rejo ice,  Ye Pure in  Heart "  as they process? Onc h int :  proccssional  music  must  a lways be sung wi th a
st rong,  s turdy rhythm so that  the chor is ters wi l l  s tay together .  Somet imes,  s ingers enter ing f rom the foyer  or
nar thex must  momentar i ly  pretend they are s inging whi le  they wai t  to  hear  the rhythm which has preceded
t h e m  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n a l .

P r a c t i c e  s i n g i n g  t h e  f  i r s t  s t a n z a  a s  i f  y o u  w e r e  p r o c e s s i n g .  D o n ' t
p r e c i s e ,  c l e a r  d i c t i o n  a n d  r h y t h m  a s  y o u  s i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e

T h e  r a n g e  a n d  t h e  i n t e r v a l  p r o g r e s s i o n s  a l s o  h e l p  t h i s  s e r v e  a s  a n

t ry  tob e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  k e e p i n g  s t e p  b u t
r c c u r r i n g  r h y t h m  i c  p a t t e r n :  I
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S a y  I  I n s t e a d  o f  j u s t  w a t c h  i n g
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l e t ' s  j o i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n a l  o u r s e l v e s  .  .  .  s o  t h a t  w e  t o o  m a y

R E J O I C E ,  G I V E  T H A N K S ,  A N D  S I N G !

y o u  t e l l  w


